Why Use BIM
Instead of CAD
Modern architects, engineers, and designers need the most accurate,
streamlined data to keep ahead of the game from day one of a design
to putting the ﬁnishing touches on a build. While computer aided
design (CAD) was a step forward from the days of hand-drafted plans,
building information modeling (BIM) takes CAD several steps further.
That’s why over 98% of large architecture ﬁrms in the U.S. have
adopted BIM software.1

The Diﬀerence Between BIM and CAD
Think of BIM as enhanced CAD.
CAD designs use simple elements – lines, boxes, etc. – to represent building
elements, just like a hand-drawn plan would.
BIM adds information and attributes to CAD designs. Click on the same line on
the screen and get all pertinent data from building material to thickness.
BIM elements adjust automatically. Add an element and it shows up in all views.
BIM elements can be represented multiple ways. Since BIM elements are data
modules – not just drawings – they can be represented as 3D drawings, alternate
views, and even as complex renderings.

Why BIM Is
Surpassing CAD
BIM and CAD aren’t antithetical. In
truth, BIM is the natural evolution
from simple CAD. While CAD
drawings represent plans, they’re
no more data rich than a paper
drawing would be. BIM connects
real, usable information to what
was previously simple visual
information. Thus, BIM can
provide several beneﬁts over CAD:

BIM can leverage 3D models for maintaining more
coordinated planning over the lifespan of a project.

BIM can provide better insight, reduce
budget, and increase eﬃciency.

BIM can centralize project data
for all stakeholders.

BIM creates a quicker,
more responsive workﬂow.

Why BIM Is Preferred
by Architecture and
Engineering Firms
A surveyor’s job is to relay accurate information about
a build site and its conditions at a given point in time –
not just at the outset of a project, but at many points
along the way. BIM is the modern architect, engineer,
or designer’s best process for accurately representing
job sites as built – usually using a surveyor’s highly
accurate and up-to-date 3D rendering.

Leverage BIM to
Brighten Your Future
If you’re still using simple CAD processes without the
interconnected data advantage of BIM, it may be time to
upgrade your operation. Contact JP Global digital today to
ﬁnd out how BIM can help you.
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